CHAP. X]                  JTAHHABEE PATIENTS                         IT

" And murder, and adultery, and false witness ?" I sug-
gested.

"God is merciful and forgiving," rejoined rny friend; that
is, these are merely little sins.

" Hence two sins alone are great, polytheism and smoking,"
I continued, though hardly able to keep countenance any
longer. And 'Abd-el-Kereem with the most serious asse-
veration replied that such was really the case. Before quitting
this topic, I must add a word of explanation.

As to the answer given respecting the first of these two
deadly crimes, " Sherk" (literally " association," or putting the
creature on a level with the Creator), Wahhabee doctrine, which
is none other than the genuine spirit of the Goran, renders
all plain. I have in a former chapter explained at length the
genuine notion of the Deity conveyed by the text-book of
Islam, and that all-absorbing theocracy which would render God
the most tyrannical of tyrants, and His creatures the most de-
based of slaves. A portentous conclusion, yet the unavoidable
result of a pantheistic merging of all act, all responsibility, in
God alone. Now, in this system, what the creature may do, how
he may pass his time, whether he kills, steals, perjures himself,
or the contrary, matters little to the Great Autocrat, so long-
as the sacred right of His supreme monarchy is left untouched
and duly acknowledged. The tyrant is content with the slave,
if the slave but avow himself for such, and He asks no more.
In accordance with this theory is the practice. A sort of com-
promise is made between God and man : " I," says man, "will
ac\nowledgc you, and you alone, with undivided reverence
and allegiance, for my Creator, Preserver, Master, Lord, every-
thing. And in quittance of this obligation, I will make You
five prayers a day, consisting of thirty-four prostrations, seven-
teen chapters of the Goran, and an equal number of inclinations,
not forgetting previous ablutions, partial or total, with frequent
c La Ilah ilia Allah's,' and the like. On your side, you will in
consequence let me do what I like for the rest of the twenty-
four hours, nor be over inquisitive about my private and
personal conduct; and after this, you cannot do less than admit
me into Paradise and there provide me with c the flesh of birds
exactly what men relish' (the words are from the Goran), shady